
BURLEIGH COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 
MEETING MINUTES 
December 28, 2011 

 
 

4:00PM 
The Burleigh County Board of Health convened a meeting with Board Members 
Juhala, Kavaney, Macdonald, Tello-Pool and County Commissioner Woodcox 
present.   
 
Bismarck/Burleigh Public Health Director Paula Flanders, Bismarck/Burleigh 
Public Health Wellness Coordinator Vonnie Ereth, Keith Johnson Administrator 
Custer Health District, Aaron Johnson Southwest Central Regional 
Environmental Health Practitioner, Public Information Officer Jody Kerzman, 
Bismarck/Burleigh Public Health Home Health Supervisor Connie Griffin, 
Crystalynn Kuntz Southwest Central Regional Emergency Preparedness 
Coordinator, and Burleigh County Emergency Manager Mary Senger were also 
present.   
 
Vonnie Ereth provided an immunization update: 

• Burleigh County utilizes the Public Employees Retirement System (PERS) 
health insurance and receives immunizations from UND Family Medicine.  
Two Department requested Public Health to provide immunizations for 
their employees due to shift work and inability to attend during the two-
hour timeframe allotted (Highway Department had 16 employees receive 
flu shots and the Sheriff’s Department had 50 employees) 

• Wing Senior Center (two visits) – 30 shots 
• Sterling Senior Center – 7 shots 

 
The ND Department of Health used to provide vaccine for children.  Five years 
ago the process changed and local public health units had to purchase their own 
vaccine and charge the customers.  On October 1st this year, the ND Department 
of Health started providing the vaccine for children.  Some Public Health units are 
continuing to purchase their own vaccine; however, Bismarck/Burleigh Public 
Health is utilizing the vaccine through the ND Department of Health. 
 
ND has seen six influenza cases.  It was noted that February-March is the peak 
timeframe.   
 
Vonnie also relayed that more parents are opting out of immunizations for their 
children.   
 
  



Crystalynn Kuntz has been in the job for a little over a month.  She is currently 
working on updating the Points of Dispensing (POD) plans and will have an 
exercise this summer.  Public Health is also working on a transportation plan for 
vulnerable populations.  The plan was put on hold during the 2009 flooding and 
was recently revived. 
 
The Public Information Officer, Jody Kerzman, is requesting permission from the 
Board to institute a Facebook page for Bismarck/Burleigh Public Health under 
Burleigh County.  The other public health units in North Dakota have Facebook 
pages and are utilizing them with success.  Motion made by Commissioner Tello-
Pool and second by Commission Macdonald for Bismarck/Burleigh Public Health 
to have a Facebook page under Burleigh County.  All members present voted 
“AYE.”  Motion carried. 
 
Southwest Central Regional Environmental Health Practitioner Johnson notified 
the Board that he has added pollution control responsibilities with the 
reorganization in Morton County’s Environmental Health Department.  He will 
continue to be the Regional Environmental Health Practitioner.  Aaron again 
expressed concern for the amount of work he continues to be tasked with since 
the Bismarck Environmental Division is no longer providing service for Burleigh 
County.  The majority of calls are regarding septic systems and nuisances.   
 
During the 2011 flood event, Aaron estimated that he performed over 400 
inspections for Burleigh County—primarily septic systems.  Bismarck said they 
didn’t have time.   
 
Aaron and Keith Johnson are concerned with the level of service and activity 
occurring in Burleigh County.  They asked the Board to consider requesting a 
County Environmental Employee which could be part-time and/or contracted.  
Aaron would be available to supervise the activities, and Keith offered his 
assistance to develop the job responsibilities as designated in ND Century Code 
43-43.  A letter was presented to Chairman Woodcox from the President of the 
Custer Board of Health expressing concern for the workload since Bismarck 
Inspections pulled back their service and urged Burleigh County to hire their own 
Environmental Health Practitioner.  Motion made by Commissioner Macdonald 
and second by Commissioner Tello-Pool to move forward with pursuing 
placement of a part-time or contracted Burleigh County Environmental Health 
position under Bismarck/Burleigh Public Health.  All members present voted 
“AYE.”  Motion carried. 
 
The County Health Rankings report for Burleigh County was distributed and 
reviewed.  Additional descriptions of the categories can be found at:  
http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/ 
 
 

http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/


Director Flanders is considering accreditation for Bismarck/Burleigh Public 
Health.  The Burleigh County Board of Health supports pursuits of accreditation if 
the monies have been budgeted and/or can be completed through a grant. 
 
Board Members also discussed participation in the ND State Association of City 
and County Health Officials (NDSACCHO) 

http://www.centralvalleyhealth.org/NDSACCHO.htm 
Aaron will provide Tami Dillman’s contact information for the Board to receive the 
membership information.   
 
Aaron will have the finalized version of the septic system permit program ready to 
review for the next meeting. 
 
With no further business, the Burleigh County Board of Health adjourned at 5:15 
pm, with the next meeting scheduled for March 28, 2012. 
 
Mary H. Senger for Kevin J. Glatt, Secretary 
Burleigh County Auditor\Treasurer 
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